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Welcome to the first session of Legal
Information about Parenting in
Ontario.
Over the next three sessions, we will
be talking about some of the basic
legal parameters of parenting in
Ontario.
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Session O ne

In today’s session, we are going to be
talking about some of Ontario’s agebased laws.
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Session Tw o

In session two we will be talking about
Ontario’s Child, Youth and Family
Services Act, which is a law that is
intended to support and protect
children in Ontario.
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Session Three

In session three, we will talk some
things that you can do if you have
questions, and some places you can
find legal and community support.

This series is produced by The Family
Learning Project (FLP).
The Family Learning Project is a
partnership between the Social
Planning & Research Council of
Hamilton, Immigrants Working Centre,
and Legal Aid Ontario (Central West
District Office).
It is funded through The Law
Foundation of Ontario’s Access to
Justice Fund. Though financially
supported by The Law Foundation of
Ontario, The Social Planning &
Research Council of Hamilton is solely
responsible for all content.
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Before we move forward, it is
important to note that these
presentations offer legal information,
not legal advice. In session two, we
will talk more about the difference
between these two terms.
For today, please note that this session
offers general legal information, and
does not take into account the specific
context of your situation. If you have
specific questions about your
situation, you should speak with a
lawyer who has specific expertise in
that area of law. This is also important
because there may be factors in your
life which modify or add
considerations to the age-based laws
we’ll discuss today.
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In today’s session, we are going to be
talking about some of Ontario’s agebased laws.
We’re going to be moving through an
exercise, so get ready to put your best
guesses forward.
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Parents and youth often wonder: what
age do children legally have to start
school in Ontario?
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The Education Act in Ontario broadly
says that a child must attend school at
age 6.
Children can also start school at age 4
or 5 if junior or senior kindergarten is
offered by their school board.
You can check out the booklet by
Justice for Children and Youth:
http://jfcy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/10/Age-BasedLaws-May-2018.pdf for more
information.
https://cleoconnect.ca/resource/yourl
egalrights/your-age-and-the-law/
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Similarly, another common question
is: until what age in Ontario do
children have to stay in school?
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The Education Act in Ontario broadly
says that youth must stay in school
until they turn age 18, or until they
graduate secondary school.
Based on what month your birthday is
in—so, before or after the first day of
school in September—the exact date
that you have to stay in school around
your 18th birthday until varies slightly.
You can check out the booklet by
Justice for Children and Youth:
http://jfcy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/10/Age-BasedLaws-May-2018.pdf for more
information.
https://cleoconnect.ca/resource/yourl
egalrights/your-age-and-the-law/
It’s also worth noting that there are
some conditions which can excuse a
person’s attendance from school,
including if:
(a) the person is receiving satisfactory
instruction at home or elsewhere;
(b) the person is unable to attend
school by reason of sickness or other
unavoidable cause;
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(c) transportation is not provided by a
board for the person and there is no
school that he or she has a right to
attend situated,
Remember, these have specific
conditions under the Education Act. If
you are wondering if these exclusions
apply to you, you should seek out the
advice of a legal professional.
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Another common question is: at what
age can my child get a job in Ontario?
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For most types of work, the minimum
age for working in Ontario is 14 years
of age. However, some jobs have
different age requirements. Here are
some examples that are listed on
Ontario’s Ministry of Labour, Training
and Skills Development website:
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/
hs/faqs/workplace.php
Stores, Offices or Arenas: 14 years.
Factories or Repair Shops: 15 years
Logging Operations: 16 years
Construction: 16 years
Underground Mines: 18 years
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This website also notes that there can
be different age requirements within
one location. For example, in a
restaurant, the cashier would fit under
a minimum age of 14 years, while the
food preparation area would be
considered a factory, with a minimum
age of 15 years.
It is also important to note that the
Education Act lists certain provisions
that must be met in order for people
aged 14 to 17 to work during school
hours.
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Parents often wonder if the law says
anything about their responsibility to
financially support their children.
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In Section 31 of the Family Law Act in
Ontario says that “Every parent has an
obligation to provide support, to the
extent that the parent is capable of
doing so, for his or her unmarried
child who,
(a) is a minor;
(b) is enrolled in a full-time program of
education; or
(c) is unable by reason of illness,
disability or other cause to withdraw
from the charge of his or her parents.”
This obligation may not apply if the
child is over the age of 16 and has
withdrawn from parental control.
In other words, in Ontario, the law
says that parents are financially
responsible for supporting their
dependent children. Things that can
make a child a “dependent” is if they
are under 18 years old, and are not
married. If a child is over 18 years old,
they can still be a dependent if they
are enrolled in a full-time program of
education, or if they require support
from their parents because of factors
such as illness or disability.
Community Legal Education Ontario
(CLEO) has a great question and
answer thread on their website Steps
To Justice.ca:
https://stepstojustice.ca/steps/familylaw/children-over-age-majority.
Take a look if you are interested in
learning more information about what
conditions can affect a parent’s
responsibility to financially support
their child.
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The last question we will discuss today
is: at what age can an individual get
married in Ontario?
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Based on the Marriage Act in Ontario,
if you are aged 18 or older, you may
get married and parental consent is
not needed.
If you are 16 or 17 years old, then you
can get married with the written
consent of your parents.
Full and free consent is always needed
to get married. This means that no
one can be forced or coerced to get
married.
Community Legal Education Ontario
(CLEO) has a great question and
answer thread on their website Steps
to Justice.ca:
https://stepstojustice.ca/steps/familylaw/1-check-if-you-and-your-partnercan-get-married
Take a look if you are interested in
learning more information about what
the law says about getting married in
Ontario.
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Session O ne

That wraps up our session today on
some age-based laws in Ontario. If you
want to learn more, you can check out
the resources linked.
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Session Tw o

In our next session in this series, we
will be talking about Ontario’s Child,
Youth and Family Services Act, which is
a law that is intended to support and
protect children in Ontario.
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Session Three

In session three, we will talk some
things that you can do if you have
questions, and some places you can
find legal and community support.
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In the meantime, if you want to access
more legal information, you can check
out Legal Information for Everyone:
the LIFE podcast. This podcast was
created by the Family Learning Project
and the Tools for Tenant Rights
Project, both of which are legal
information projects based at the
Social Planning & Research Council in
Hamilton, Ontario.
You can access it
thelifepodcast.simplecast.com. It’s
also available on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts, and Google Podcasts. The
blog is available at
thelifepodcast.wixsite.com/Hamilton.
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